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of data, where X is an integer, at least one data writer for writing said blocks of data 
to said one or more storage devices, at least one data reader for reading back data 
written to said one or more storage devices and transferring said data from the at least 
one data reader to error checking apparatus, said error checking apparatus being 
arranged to determine whether there are any errors in a block of data and, if so, 
whether the number of errors in a block of data exceeds a predetermined number Y 
and, if so, to output a signal accordingly, wherein Y is an integer and Y^X. 
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4. * Aii error piuu^nigui^ comprising input apparatus for receiving blocks of data, error 
^checking apparatus for detennining whether there are any errors in a block of data and, 
if so, whether the number of errors in said block of data exceeds a predetermined 
number, and output apparatus for outputting one of two signals indicating that the 
number of errors respectively exceeds or does not exceed said predetermined number, 
wherein said predetermined number may be one of a plurality of numbers between 0 
and n, where n is an integer. 



Apparatus according lo claim 1, including the error processing unit £f claim 
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Apparatus according to claim 5, wherein n is an integer equal to the maximum number 
of errors which can be detected/corrected in each block of data as defined by said error 
detection/correction capability. 
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Apparatus according to claim 1 , comprising control apparatus for receiving said signal 
output from the error checking apparatus. 

Apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said control apparatus is arranged to rewrite 
a block of data only in the event that it contains more than said predetermined number 
of errors. 
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Apparatus according to claim 1, comprising a plurality of parallel tracks by means of 
which a number of blocks of data are simultaneously written across said one or more 
storage devices. 



